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EAST KIMBERLEY ABORIGINAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 
Statement 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [6.24 pm]: Interestingly, 
I want to speak on the same subject — 
The PRESIDENT: I see! 
Hon HELEN MORTON: Not on the film festival, but on the achievement awards, because I was at the 
achievement awards, representing the Premier. I will not go through all the different awards that were made, 
because that has been done very well already. However, I want to say that it was a fantastic evening, sitting outside 
on the grass with about 300 or 400 people at Kununurra Country Club, and acknowledging the fantastic and 
inspirational work that is being done around Aboriginal achievement. It was my great pleasure to make two of those 
awards—to Martina Karadada for the junior outstanding individual achievement award, and to Bernard McPhee 
Stretch for the junior person of the year award. It gave me immense pleasure to see Bob and Val Pitman receive the 
award for non-Aboriginal person of the year contributing to Indigenous affairs, and to be recognised for the work 
they do with young Aboriginal children, some of whom have very difficult and complex needs. 

I had the opportunity to speak to a lot of people on that night, and I have to say there were three themes in those 
conversations that I felt were really strong and certainly that came to me. The first was that Aboriginal people 
and non-Aboriginal people believe they are on the cusp of significant and positive change for Aboriginal people 
in the East Kimberley. The words that came to me frequently were things like “the ducks are all aligned”, or “the 
planets are all aligned”, or whatever words were used. They believe that they have state, federal and local 
government support and Aboriginal community support for the changes that are taking place.  

The second was the strong support by the state government for its reform initiatives in this area. They made 
particular reference to the significant immediate impact that Grahame Searle is having in promoting the 
government’s reform initiatives in the East Kimberley, and to what a good appointment he is and what a good 
indication of support for the reforms he has given by moving to live in Kununurra to spearhead those reforms in 
the East Kimberley.  

The third was the strong direction and momentum and change coming from the East Kimberley leadership 
group. I singled out in the speech I made that evening Ian Trust, the chairman and executive director of 
Wunan Foundation, who is an amazing person for what he has achieved in a relatively short time in bringing 
about the sort of change that is being sought by many, many people in the East Kimberley; and also 
Mr Desmond Hill, chief executive officer of the Kununurra Waringarri Aboriginal Corporation, and 
Mr Ted Hall, chairperson, and Mr Lawford Benning, of Galganyem Trust. I was sitting with them at the table, 
and they are, again, very impressive, very supportive and very appreciative of the government’s support in 
moving forward with these reforms.  

The guest speaker was Professor Marcia Langton, AM. I found her very inspirational. Although I had heard of 
Marcia, I had never met her before, so it was an opportunity for me to make an acquaintance with Marcia. I also 
acknowledge the work of Noel Pearson. I had breakfast with Noel Pearson in Perth a couple of months ago and 
have been invited to Cape York to look at some of the work that is being undertaken in Cape York. Of course 
Marcia Langton has also had an involvement in the changes that are taking place in Cape York. I am, therefore, 
really pleased that later this year, the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and I will be trundling off to Cape York. 
On the weekend, Marcia Langton was able to indicate that she is hoping to be able to meet us there and add her 
involvement to the changes that are taking place in Cape York.  

I was really surprised when they gave me a little gift bag on the evening. I have to say that the beautiful scarf 
that I am wearing today is part of that gift, along from some lovely sandalwood gifts and things like that. It is 
a Jaru silk scarf, and it is hand-painted by the Aboriginal people in that area. This scarf is something that 
I cherish and I will be proud to wear it on many occasions in the next little while. 

It was a really worthwhile event to be at. Without taking away from anything that Hon Dave Grills has said, 
I was surprised that no other state member of Parliament was present and that only two federal members of 
Parliament were present, Mr Gary Gray, AO, and Mr Glenn Sterle. This is a significant biennial event. It takes 
place once every two years in the Kimberley to recognise the achievements of Aboriginal people, and it is 
something that we should all try to participate in if we can.  

House adjourned at 6.30 pm 
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